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What’s New At The OHA

OHA Family Scholarship/Bursary

• In progress – Available in Fall of 2024

• Field of Horticulture or Horticultural-related studies

• Available to members and their families, as well as grandchildren

Cooperators Home & Auto Insurance Quote Incentive

• October 16th to November 27th

• Call for your quote to be eligible & Reference “OHA” 
at 1-844-871-7346

OHA at the CNE

• Over 2000 visitors at the OHA

• Promoted Societies/Clubs across Ontario



What’s New At The OHA

2024 Colour of the Year

• Communities in Bloom has announced Colour of Year for 2024 is ORANGE

OMAFRA Annual Report Sessions

• Two upcoming sessions will be available

• Dates/times just confirmed – November 23rd at 7 pm and January 10th at 
7pm

• Further details will be sent out by OMAFRA and the OHA

OHA Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities Threats (SWOT) 
work continues

• New Goals Added at our last meeting



What’s New At The OHA

OHA Convention Surveys

• Results reviewed & suggestions will be considered for upcoming conventions

• 2024 Convention is in Guelph – July 12th to 14th at Delta Hotel

• 2025 will have Virtual AGM only

Oak Wilt

• Disease found in Canada and specifically in Ontario

• Canadian Inspection Food Agency strongly advising arborists and landscapers NOT 
to prune Oak trees until November to help prevent spread of Oak Wilt 

• Also not to prune between months of April and November each year to keep oak 
trees healthy and thriving



What’s New At The OHA

OHA 50/50 Draw

• Early Bird Sponsored by D. Culbert Ltd – Ontario Land Surveyor

• Final Draw will take place on December 16, 2023

• 50% of all proceeds go towards Keeping Ontario Beautiful® by 
way of grants, bursaries and education

• https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/ontario-ha 

https://www.rafflebox.ca/raffle/ontario-ha


What’s New At The OHA

OHA Silent Auction

• Taking place from November 10th to 24th, 2023

• Items included are:

• Tea basket with a  book on tea gardening

• Designer Dream Basket

• Artist Painted Gourd birdhouse

• Outdoor Gardener’s Basket including 
gardener’s pants with knee pads built in.

• Stationary Gardener’s Basket

• Link will be posted on GardenOntario.org soon!

• Direct Link:  https://www.32auctions.com/OHAfall2023

https://www.32auctions.com/OHAfall2023


What’s New At The OHA

Updated Constitution and Bylaws and Code of Conduct

• OHA encouraging each Society/Club to have a Code of Conduct

• Approved by General membership at your AGM or a Special Meeting

• OHA encouraging each Society/Club update their Constitution and Bylaws

• Approved by General membership at your AGM or a Special Meeting

OHA Awards Committee News

• New Certificates coming in 2024!

• Developing New Grant  for Accessible Gardening 

• Such as raised beds or sensory gardens

• Developing New Awards for Technical Expertise

• Such as web work, social media, background IT work, etc



Benefits of Belonging
to the OHA





OHA Awards & Grants 
Program



OHA Horticultural Service Certificates 
and Judging/Exhibiting Certificates

• Certificates are available two per Society/Club per year.

• Application form must be completed and sent to the Awards Coordinator at 
any time throughout the year.

• Date of presentation must be included with the application form.

• Certificates are created by the Awards Coordinator and the seal 
of the Association is affixed.

• Please allow sufficient time for creation and mailing.

• Certificates may only be given once to any member.



Youth: Grants, Awards and Certificates

• Youth certificates are available to honour youth in your Society/Club.

• Certificate templates are available online and are inscribed by the Society/Club.

Reta Caldwell Youth Environmental Award

• Applications are available online and must be submitted to the Youth Chair 
at youth@gardenontario.org on or before February 28th.

Youth Project Grant

• Applications are available online

• Up to three grants available at $150.00 each

• Check out the Youth Convention Competition Schedule in the Awards Book or on the 
GardenOntario website under convention details for more information on this fun and 
exciting opportunity.

mailto:youth@gardenontario.org


Society & District Awards

Society:

• Life Membership Award – Certificates and cards available from the OHA Supplies Coordinator.

• Dues must still be paid by the society for the member so recognized.

• Society President’s Award – Available online and must be inscribed by the Society.

District:

• District Appreciation Award – Template available to District Director’s on GardenOntario website.

• Certificate must be inscribed by the District.

• District Service Award – Nominations must be sent to and received by the District 
Director or designate no later than January 20th.

• The District Director, not designate, must submit the winning recipient to the OHA Awards 
Coordinator on or before February 15th with the date of presentation included. 

• Award will be shipped directly to the District Director.



OHA Awards Program

• Youth Leader Award

• Technical Advancement 
Recognition Certificate

• Community Improvement 
Award

• Environmental Award

• Award of Merit

• Honour Roll

• Trillium/Silver Fir Award

• Silver Medal

All application/nomination forms are available on the GardenOntario website.



OHA Grants Program

• Seedy Saturday/Sunday Grants – Up to 4 grants of up to $250 each. 
Application forms are due for this grant only by November 15th for an event 
the following year. This grant has been opened up for all Societies/Clubs to be 
able to apply, even if you held an event previously. Please check out the new 
form on the GardenOntario website.

• Special Project/Environmental Grant – Up to 4 grants of up to $1000 each

• Community Garden Grant – Up to 3 grants of up to $500 each

• Pollinator Garden Grant – Up to 10 grants of up to $200 each



OHA Grants Program

• Tree Grants – Up to 20 grants of up to $300.00 each

• Technical Advancement Grants – Up to 6 grants of up to $250.00 
each

• These 2 grants work on a first come, first served basis starting 
January 1st up to Feb 28th each year. 

• Letters of approval will be sent out as soon as applications are received if all 
paperwork is in order. Once the grant maximum has been reached, the 
application process will be closed. No applications will be accepted before 
January 1st.

• Youth Grants – Up to 50 grants of up to $75.00 each. Although 
these grants work on a first come, first served basis, they are 
accepted throughout the year. 



OHA Awards & Grants

• Please be sure to read through the required criteria for each award and grant that you are 
thinking of applying for or nominating someone for.

• Please follow all deadlines as marked, there will be no exceptions.

• Please ensure all required paperwork is included in your application when submitting it 
such as insurance certificate, photos, plant list, etc.

• If you have not received a notice within 2 weeks that your application has been received, 
please contact the OHA Awards Coordinator to confirm.

• If you are applying/nominating with less than 2 weeks remaining until the deadline, please 
contact the OHA Awards Coordinator immediately upon submission to confirm.

• As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please contact the OHA Awards 
Coordinator at ohaboard17@gmail.com or at 613-584-1748 or 613-281-0616. 

Presentation Graphics Care of Canva.com

mailto:ohaboard17@gmail.com
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